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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 


Wife: Trump key 
o Iran jail release 


Appeal denied, researcher said to be in ‘worrisome decline’ 


Princeton University doctoral student Xiyue Wang, seen with his wife, Hua Qu, and their son, is accused of stealing documents 
and has been serving a 10-year sentence in an Iranian prison for nearly 16 months. Family photo via Princeton University 


Paige Gross For The Star-Ledger 


The wife of a Princeton University doc- 
toral student who has been imprisoned in 
Iran since last year pleaded with President 
Donald Trump to open a dialogue with the 
country’s leaders and aid in the student’s 
release. 

In an interview with NBC News on Tues- 
day, Hua Qu told reporters that her husband 
has attempted suicide during his almost 


16 months in prison. She added that any 
chance for his release now rests with the 
United States government. 

“Only the U.S. government can sort this 
out, only the U.S. government can help us,” 
she said. “I hope President Trump can open 
up a dialogue with Iranian authorities to dis- 
cuss a resolution of my husband’s case.” 

XiYue Wang, a U.S. citizen and doctoral 
student in Princeton’s history department, 
was visiting Iran in 2016 to attend a Farsi 


language program and perform 
research for his dissertation. 

In August 2016, Wang was accused 
of archiving thousands of Iranian 
documents and having connections 
to American intelligence agencies. He 
was sentenced to 10 years in prison, 
and attempts to appeal the decision 
were denied in August. 

According to a statement from 
SEE PRISON, 7 


Murphy 
is finding 
priorities 
under fire 


Governor-elect encounters 
pushback by lawmakers on 
millionaire’s tax, marijuana 


Matt Arco and Brent Johnson 
For The Star-Ledger 


They’re two of the biggest priorities Phil 
Murphy wants to tackle after he is sworn in 
come January as New Jersey’s next gover- 
nor: raising taxes on millionaires and legal- 
izing recreational marijuana. 

But Murphy has run into some push- 
back from his fellow Democrats who lead 
the New Jersey Legislature, the people he’ll 
have to work with to get anything done over 
the next four years. 

State Senate President Stephen Sweeney, 
D-Gloucester, has recently pumped the 
brakes on the millionaire’s tax, saying he’s 
concerned about the fallout of the Republi- 
can tax cut proposals floated in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Incoming state Assembly Speaker Craig 
Coughlin, D-Middlesex, has expressed sim- 
ilar concerns. 

And while Sweeney stands with Mur- 
phy on legal marijuana, Coughlin has been 
more cautious, saying he wants to discuss 
the matter thoroughly with Assembly Dem- 
ocrats. 

Both legislative leaders on Tuesday said 
this is not an indication that the honey- 
moon with Murphy is on the rocks even 
before he takes office. They note that 
they’ve already backed him on such things 
as raising the minimum wage. 

But Sweeney and Coughlin also know 
Murphy needs them to pass his initiatives. 

For his part, Murphy stood by both cam- 
paign promises Tuesday. 

The millionaire’s tax and legal pot are 
part of Murphy’s plan to increase fund- 
ing for education, transportation and pub- 
lic-worker pensions. He also wants to raise 
SEE MURPHY, 4 


“Only the U.S. government can sort this out, only the U.S. government can 


help us. I hope President Trump can open up a dialogue with Iranian 
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authorities to discuss a resolution of my husband’s case.” Hua qu 
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President’s pick to run consumer watchdog gets OK 


al 


Mick Mulvaney is the president’s interim 
pick for the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau. Jacquelyn Martin, Associated Press 
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Spencer S. Hsu and Thomas Heath 
Washington Post 


A federal judge refused to block Presi- 
dent Trump’s choice of budget director Mick 
Mulvaney from serving as acting director 
of the prominent federal consumer watch- 
dog agency on Tuesday, denying a request 
by Leandra English, the No. 2 official at the 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, to 
serve in his stead. 

In denying English’s request for a tempo- 
rary restraining order, U.S. District Judge 
Timothy J. Kelly acknowledged that the case 
raised constitutional issues. Former CFPB 
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litigation counsel Deepak Gupta, who rep- 
resented English, said she would weigh her 
next step. 

“There needs to be an answer from the 
courts,” he said after the ruling. “There 
needs to be a final answer.” 

The Trump administration applauded 
the decision and said it supports its con- 
tention that Mulvaney is the rightful act- 
ing director. 

“It’s time for the Democrats to stop 
enabling this brazen political stunt by a 
rogue employee and allow acting Director 
Mulvaney to continue the Bureau’s smooth 
SEE BUREAU, 7 
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Diverse Grammy nods 


Maplewood R&B singer Solana Rowe, aka 
SZA, is among an array of black and Latino 
artists nominated Tuesday for a Grammy 
Award. The recording industry honors will 
be handed out on Jan. 28. Page 22 
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